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The: Honorahle Spencer Abraham

Secretary of Fnergy

U8, Department of Energy

1000 [ndependence Ave, Sw

Washinglor, D.C. 20585 FACSIMILE - 202-385-4403

Jear Secretary Abraham:

On behalf of the membership of the Snake River Alliance Education Fund, I object to
the lack of Rroper, reasonable notice and oprortunity for hearing on the DOE's site
recomnmendation of Yieeca Mountain as a national high-level nuclear waste repository,

Lnly last Friday, fug. 31, did we receive by mail i Boise, [daho, a ¢D copy of the
document, Yuerq Mountain Prelimmnary Site Sititabbity Evaluation, upon which comment
I8 invited, along with a copy of the Aug. 21 Federa| Register notice announcing hearirgs
today in Las Vegas, which | understand have been relocated without sufficient noctice, |
also note that additional nearings have beer, set for next week at Armagosa [sic] Valley
and Pahrump. The least the department could do is to spell correctly the name of the
MEArEst CommuRity to the site, the contmunity that (s most at risk frem the %100
Mantain project.

Wilh less the 30 days Tor any it resied PELSOIL L0 read 4 870 page (oo repor,
YOUr agency announced it was holding public hearings on the site recommendation in
Nevada between Seprember Sth and 1 3th, Notice for thege hearings provided is totally
inadequate. For persons like our miembers, who will Le affected by the requisite
transportation of high-leve] nuclear waste throy gh their communities vig rail and road,
your agency has provided no opportunity to cominent on the suitability of the
recommendation. A few meetings in Nevada does not come close tg providing an
opportunity for public hearing on a project of this magnitude and immernse potentia]
danger to those on transportation roytes throughout the county,

[t is clear that the notics provided was defeetive not only for being absurdly short byt
for providing notice to meet at a plase, canceling that site, then providing another site
with an incorrect address. Moreover, vour agency provided that final notice of

the meeting at the wrong address on August 31 st, the beginning of the long Labor Day
weekend, less than five days to the Mmesting including the intervening weskend and
holiday,

Tinally, the notices yourageney published in rie Federal Rexister on Angust 21, 27 apd
3ldo not cleanly notily nlerested persons (hai these are public Lear LGS 01 vour
agency's decision to recommend Yucea Mountain as the site for 4 national high-leve]
nuclear waste repository. Fersong readirg the notice are given the impression that these
are mereiy hearings on the preliminary site suitability evaluation, Even then, your
provision of less than 30 days notice from the availability of the 370 Prage evaluation
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and the few hearings in Nevada make it impossible for ordinary citizens to

have any meaning‘ul participation ir. such meetings.  The notice was absurdly short
even to arrange one's schedule to attend, too far away from most persons who are
interested duc to being on the high-level nuclear wastc transportation routcs, toe little
ume to acquire and assimilate the substance of the 370-plus page evaluation of the sitc,
and completely defective due to the errors mentioned above,

No matter what provisions may be in the Nuclear Waste Folicy Act, the United States
Constitution's Fifth Amendment profections require that persans such as ourselves
mst have at least reasonable notice and an apportunity to be heard on a decision such
as this one, a decision with vast repereussions and grave potential dangers. Your
agency's actions in this regard have not come even close to meeting the most minimal
constiiutional protections of citizens' rights to due process ir: this instance We are
certain you have violated our rights and those of the citizens of Nevada,

We call on you to rescheduls these hearings with adequate notice and a meaningful
opportunity to be heard by all persons who will be alfected by your agency's
recomnmendation of Yuena Mountain as the national high-level waste repository.

Sincerely,

S Lotk
Gafyﬁhardson
Executive Director

oo Lake Barvetr, Acting Director
Office of Civilian Radicactive Waste Mariagement
U.S. Departinent of Energy
1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20585

FAX: 202-586-2572

Carcl Hanlon

U.8. Department of Energy

Yucea Mountain Site Characterizaton Office (M/S #023)
P, O Box 30307

North Lasg Vegas, NV 89026-0307

FAX: 800-967-073%



